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EDITORIAL 


From  the  North  American  Plains  to 
Southern  Africa,  from  the  Siberian  tundra 
to  Australasia,  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  even 
in  Antarctica,  warnings  have  repeatedly 
come:  the  massive  ecosystem  we  know  as 
Earth  is  falling  apart. 

Smaller  ecosystems  everywhere  are 
being  swallowed  whole.  Every  second,  one 
football-field's  worth  of  rainforest — possibly 
our  world's  most  valuable  resource — is 
completely  destroyed.  Third  World  coun- 
tries opt  to  use  the  forests  for  quick  money  to 
alleviate  their  enormous  loads  of  debt.  Cars, 
factories,  airplanes  and  even  cows  add  gases 
like  carbon  dioxide,  nitrogen  oxide  and 
methane  to  our  atmosphere;  they  are  pre- 
dicted to  raise  the  average  temperature  of 
Earth  by  2  to  5  Celsius  degrees  in  the  next 
fifty  years,  increasing  what  is  knows  as  the 
"greenhouse  effect."  Chlorofluorocarbons, 
or  CFCs  (found  in  plastic  foam,  air  condi- 
tioners and  refrigerators),  trap  20  000  times 
as  much  heat  as  carbon  dioxide  and  destroy 
Earth's  precious  ozone  layer — precious  to 
us,  because  without  ozone  the  full  power  of 
the  sun's  radiation,  including  xiltraviolet,  X 
and  gamma  rays,  would  fry  us  like  victims  of 
an  atomic  blast.  Waste — both  nuclear  and 
conventional — ^is  almost  literally  beginning 
to  cover  the  Earth;  almost  all  the  possible 
dump  sites  are  full.  All  these  problems  stem 
from  one  source:  man.  He  is  even  a  menace 
to  himself  directly  by  reason  of  his  numbers: 
the  Earth  is  overpopulated,  and  we  are 
running  out  of  space  and  food  for  ourselves. 
Perhaps  if  man  didn't  use  fossil  ftiels  like 
gasoline  but  instead  turned  to  viable  solar, 
wind  and  water  projects;  perhaps  if  he  didn't 
use  CFCs;  perhaps,  if  he  were  a  little  more 
generous,  and  hence  distributed  his  wealth 


a  little  more  evenly;  perhaps  he  and  the 
beautiful  glass  panet  that  is  his  support 
would  survive  and  lead  a  happy  existence. 
Obviously  international  cooperation  is 
necessary  to  achieve  the  goal  of  preserva- 
tion and  restoration  that  humanity  must 
meet.  However,  there  are  many  areas  of 
conservation  where  the  individual  alone 
must  meet  the  test.  We  have  known  for 
years  that  we  should  turn  off  lights,  radios, 
and  other  apphances  when  not  in  use;  that 
we  should  turn  taps  off  firmly  so  they  won't 
drip;  that  we  should  take  public  transporta- 
tion to  limit  use  of  fossil  fuels;  that  we 
should  recycle  all  waste  (glass,  metal,  pa- 
per, batteries,  furniture,  and  anything  else); 
and,  last,  that  we  should  pressure  our  offi- 
cials to  lead  in  conservation  and  accomplish 
what  the  individual  cannot.  The  diflference 
between  now  and  years  ago  is  that  "should" 
has  changed  to  "must." 


OPINION 


Gnomes  to  Stand  By 

(or  Lifting  the  Garden  Rock) 


Being  at  Selwyn  House  for  a  long  time,  or 
even  a  little  while,  allows  some  truths  to 
surface.  As  the  following  incomplete  finding 
list  suggests,  we  can  all  agree  completely  on 
certain  basics.  Count  on  these: 

Some  boys  have  never  read  an  entire  novel 
in  their  time  at  Selwyn. 
Some  teachers  have  never  read  an  entire 
novel  in  their  time  at  Selwyn. 

Some  people  at  Selwyn  are  servants. 
Some  people  are  clients. 
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Sports  cut  into  your  school  time. 
School  cuts  into  your  sports  time. 

Admission  to  the  Common  Room  is  at  least 
one  course  failure. 

Some  students  are  wealthy. 

Some  students  have  a  lot  of  money. 

Debaters  are  rude,  loud,  and  boring. 
Debaters  are  loud  and  boring. 
Debaters  are  boring. 

The  staff  dental  plan  pays  someone  well. 

"Some  boys  may  skip,  and  skip,  and  be  a 
hero.  At  least  I  am  sure  it  may  be  so  in 
Selwyn."  (apologies  to  Shakespeare  and  the 
Prince  of  Denmark) 

It  pays  to  be  a  nice  guy. 
It  pays  to  be  a  bad  guy. 

People  who  criticize  lunch  the  most  always 
take  seconds  and  thirds. 

Selwyn  House,  by  law,  should  be  smoke- 
free,  but  cigarettes  and  cigars  are  permit- 
ted. 

Nutritional  sinalysis  of  our  lunch  food  would 
be  a  good  idea. 

Nutritional  anadysis  of  our  lunch  food  would 
be  a  bad  idea. 

The   senior  play  is  the  best  activity  at 

Selwyn. 

The  senior  play  takes  up  more  time  and 

energy  than  any  sports  team. 

Only  mothers  in  the  yard  gossip  more  than 

teachers. 

Only  teachers  and  mothers  gossip  more 

than  students. 


More  boys  cheat  than  don't. 

Avocational  lives  of  some  staff:  Bemie's  art. 
Brad's  singing,  Virginia's  tap-dancing, 
Russell's  film  studies 

Selwyn  produces  too  many  jocks. 
SelAvyn  produces  too  many  little  old  men. 

-Alfredo  Pastrami 
-Giuseppe  Donegal 


RELIGION 


God:  ALoanshark? 

(Editor's  note:  The  Nexus  staff  apologizes 
for  the  delay  in  the  printing  of  this  article.) 

Within  the  last  year  or  so,  evangelical 
preachers  have  been  in  the  news  several 
times.  Preachers  usually  get  on  the  news 
because  of  their  saintly  contributions  to 
society,  such  as  a  mission  for  the  homeless 
or  food  for  the  hungry.  This  is  not  the  case 
with  TV  evangelists;  they  get  in  the  news  for 
their  adventures  with  prostitutes,  secretar- 
ies, other  people's  wives,  and  other  people's 
money.  Most  preachers  give  to  society; 
evangeUcal  preachers  take  from  it.  I  have 
always  found  it  strange  that  people  like  Jim 
and  Tammy  can  get  up  on  a  stage,  in  front  of 
a  live  audience  and  millions  of  TV  viewers, 
and  beg  and  plead  for  people  to  give  them 
money,  claiming  they  need  more.  How  can 
someone  who  preaches  about  morals,  be- 
tween grovelling  for  money,  tell  his  dirt  poor 
congregation  that  his  multi-million  dollar 
fortune  is  not  enough,  and  they  must  give 
money  to  him?  Imagine  yourself,  a  rolling, 
fat  pork  of  a  man  telling  starving  Ethiopians 
to  give  you  their  food  because  you  don't  have 
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enough,  and  then  giving  them  a  lesson  in 
table  manners. 

An  exaggeration?  Not  completely. 
Consider  your  typical  PTL  Club  follower, 
Mr.  X,  a  redneck  who  lives  in  a  shack  on  the 
Bayou,  his  new  Sony  TV  worth  more  than 
his  home.  Mr.  X  stoically  saved  some  of  the 
little  money  he  had  by  neglecting  his  and  his 
family's  needs  so  that  he  could  give  to  PTL. 
Not  having  received  the  benefits  of  an  edu- 
cation, Mr.  X  actually  believes  that  the 
money  he  has  given  goes  to  some  good, 
Christian  cause.  Mr.  X  has  faith  in  Jim  and 
Tammy  Bakker;  he  does  not  question  their 
beautiful  tans  afler  they  have  recovered 
from  "illness"  (a  new  name  for  the  Carib- 
bean?), nor  does  he  question  the  sincerity  of 
Tammy's  scheduled  cries.  The  exceedingly 
rich  Bakkers  tell  poor  Mr.  X  that  he  should 
give  them  money,  and  then  ironically  give 
him  a  sermon  on  morals.  Mr.  Bakker,  who 
lost  his  job  because  of  a  sex  scsmdal,  has 
shown  himself  to  be  an  immoral  bum  who 
used  a  cover  of  reHgion  and  the  ignorance  of 
his  congregation  to  amass  a  huge  personal 
fortune. 

The  Bakkers  are  not  the  only  corrupt 
TV  evangelists;  almost  all  TV  evangelists 
are  just  the  same.  Do  you  remember  Oral 
Roberts?  He  told  his  congregation  to  come 
up  with  eight  million  dollars  in  a  few  days  or 
God  would  "bring  [him]  home."  Well,  isn't 
that  special?  Oral  helped  turn  TV  evangel- 
ism into  comedy.  I  wonder  if  it  was  really 
God  who  told  Oral  to  come  up  with  the  eight 
million  fast;  perhaps  it  was  a  loanshark,  or 
The  Godfather,  or  SATAN! 

How  about  Jimmy  Swaggart?  He 
criticized  Jim  Bakker  for  his  affair  with  a 
secretary,  and  was  constantly  ranting  and 
raving  about  morals  and  decency  to  the 
public.  But  behind  closed  doors  he  too  was 
committing  perverse  sins.  He  picked  up  a 
prostitute  and  performed  the  kind  of  acts 
that  would  make  Hugh  Hefner  cringe.  He 


drew  the  line  at  sex,  however,  because  that 
would  be  really  immoral! 

The  point  is  that  all  TV  evangelists 
are  greedy  and  untrustworthy,  and  people 
must  be  protected  from  them.  Just  as  ciga- 
rette packages  show  a  warning  that  tells 
people  of  their  hazards,  TV  evangelists 
should  carry  a  warning  that  tells  people  of 
their  dishonesty. 

-Greg  Speirs 


Misguided  Anger 

(In  response  to  "The  Promotion  of  Atheism 
in  Selwyn  House") 

In  his  article,  Tom  Richardson  expresses 
a  fear  that  Selwyn  House  has  "abandoned" 
its  "religious  aspect."  His  entire  article  is  an 
outlet  of  his  senseless  fear,  a  fear  of  change, 
other  views,  and  different  beliefs. 
Richardson  unreasonably  demands  not  only 
a  rehgious  education  in  school,  but  a  Chris- 
tian one  as  well.  His  comments  show  a  great 
inability  to  accept  the  beliefs  of  others. 

First,  he  states  his  belief  throughout  his 
article  that  Selwyn  House  promotes  athe- 
ism. He  expresses  this  view  repeatedly  and 
without  subtlety,  starting  with  his  title. 
This  statement,  however,  is  not  true.  Athe- 
ism is  the  belief  that  all  religions  are  false, 
and  that  "there  is  no  God." 

The  school  does  not  encourage  this  relig- 
ious belief.  Rather,  it  allows  all  students  to 
decide  their  reUgion  FOR  THEMSELVES. 
This  is  a  fundamental  right  of  all  people, 
outlined  in  our  Canadian  Charter  of  Rights 
and  enforced  by  our  laws.  Richardson,  in  a 
free  country  such  as  ours,  would  deny  all  the 
students  in  Selwyn  House  this  right.  Is  this 
reasonable?  Richardson  himself  stated  that 
the  school  "has  done  nothing  to  promote 
reUgion."  This,  I  feel,  is  reasonable,  in  an 
organization  that  does  whatever  it  can  to 
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assure  the  independence  and  individuality 
of  all  people.  A  school  is  an  educational 
institution,  not  a  religious  one.  All  activities 
in  it  shotdd  be  absent  of  religious  belief. 
Unfortunately,  no  more  than  one  religion 
can  be  true.  This  is  why  the  school  promotes 
none:  if  it  did,  it  would  be  open  to  disbeUef 
and  to  criticism.  Nobody  can  tell  any  other 
person  what  to  believe  reUgiously,  but  this 
is  what  Richardson  wants  done.  He  wants 
his  own  religion,  and  none  other,  forced  on 
Selwyn's  students  "starting  at  the  youngest 
grades."  These  views  are  xenophobic  and 
narrow-minded. 

Second,  Richardson  says  that  values 
"can  only  be  revitalized  through  religious 
education"  and  that  atheism  is  corrupt  and 
evil.  This  is  a  typically  narrow-minded  and 
self-centered  view.  It  is  true  that  moral 
values  must  be  taught  at  our  school.  How- 
ever, it  is  not  necessary  or  acceptable  to 
instill  these  values  through  religion  alone, 
or  at  all.  Richardson  speaks  of  the  "loud  and 
obnoxious"  students  in  our  younger  grades, 
and  blames  this  on  lack  of  religious  beliefs. 
This  statement  is  as  obnoxious  and  annoy- 
ing as  the  fictional  youngsters  of  whom  he 
speaks.  It  is  possible  to  teach  values  to  our 
younger  students  without  teaching  them 
the  Bible.  Religion  does  involve  values,  but 
values  do  not  necessarily  involve  religion. 
Richardson  associates  "the  words 'tradition' 
and  'pride' "  with  religion  alone,  a  ridiculous 
distinction.   And  is  tradition  necessarily 
good?  Atheism  is  not  necessarily  evil.  By 
associating  atheism  with  a  loss  of  values, 
Richardson  implies  that  a  religious  society 
is  amoral  society.  During  the  Spanish  Inqui- 
sition, thousands  of  people  were  tortured 
and  killed  "in  the  name  of  God."  Is  a  religious 
state  necessarily  a  moral  state?  Further- 
more, atheism  does  not  destroy  values. 
Some  of  the  world's  greatest  minds  have 
been  atheistic:  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  Vincent 
Van  Gogh,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  to  name  a  few. 


These  statements  express  misgmded,  un- 
warranted, and  self- protective  anger. 

Richardson  ignorantly  decides  to  "in- 
validate" the  scientific  method  of  teaching 
in  favor  of  the  religious  method.  His  argu- 
ments are  unreasonable.  Scientific  teaching 
does  not  immediately  influence  everything 
that  is  done.  And,  even  in  science,  50%  can 
remain  as  50%.,  if  you  are  roxuiding  to  the 
nearest  percent.  Sorry,  Richardson.  The  sci- 
entific method  is  not  perfect,  but  the  relig- 
ious method  has  more  holes  in  it.  Science  is, 
for  the  most  part,  undeniable  and  provable, 
except  where  theorization  occurs,  unlike  re- 
ligion, which  is  complete  theorization.  Ap- 
plying the  extreme  point  of  view  adopted  by 
Richardson,  religious  teaching  would  imme- 
diately cancel  all  the  sciences  and  history, 
since  the  evidence  found  by  the  leaders  in 
those  fields  contradicts  certain  religious  be- 
liefs. To  say  that  a  religious  education  would 
be  better  than  the  presently-used  scientific 
method  of  teaching  is  extremely  ignorant. 

The  article  written  by  Tom  Richardson 
shows  misguided  anger.  He  wants  his  relig- 
ion, Christianity,  instilled  in  all  the  stu- 
dents in  our  school.  He  unreasonably  fears 
all  other  religious  beliefs,  especially  athe- 
ism. He  cannot  accept  the  views  of  others, 
understand  that  religious  neutrality  is  not 
atheism,  or  believe  that  atheism  is  not  evil. 
He  falsely  believes  that  the  only  path  to  mo- 
rality and  values  is  rehgion.  He  has  written 
an  article  that  shows  self-centeredness, 
xenophobia,  ignorance,  narrow-minded- 
ness, and  hypocrisy. 

Richardson  writes  that  "we  [the  stu- 
dents at  Selwyn  House  ten  years  ago]  did 
things  our  own  way  and  were  proud  of  it." 
Why  would  he  deny  present  Selwyn  stu- 
dents the  right  to  believe  and  practice  what- 
ever they  wish,  be  it  atheism.  Buddhism, 
Islam,  or  any  other  non-Christian  faith? 

"Matthew  Pelton 
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1989  NEXUS  SWIMSUIT  ISSUE 


We  caught  these  two  swimsuiters 
as  they  woke  up  from  the  sun... 


A  pickle  in  his  natural  habitat 
and  with  his  trainer... 
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1989  NEXUS  SWIMSUIT  ISSUE 


These  bunnies  showed  us  how  to  play  the  game. 
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PIN-UP  OF  EARLE  SENIOR 


NEXUS  3.4 


10 


1989  NEXUS  SWIMSUIT  ISSUE 


...and  these  bunnies  showed  us  how  to  pose. 
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CULTURE 


PUZZLES 


The  WASP  Re-Defined 

You  can  imagine  my  surprise  when  just 
recently  I  discovered  that  my  own  heritage 
doesn't  quite  fit  the  traditional  description 
of  White  Anglo-Saxon  Protestant.  Looking 
over  some  historical  maps,  I  found  that  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Empire  never  included  Scot- 
land. So  being  a  Scot,  I  am  not  a  WASP. 

At  first  I  was  outraged  and  couldn't 
imagine  why  I  wasn't  included  in  this  clas- 
sification. I  had  always  considered  every- 
thing I  do  as  WASPy,  and  all  my  peersji^ 
me  to  be  the  typical  WASP. 

I  thought  of  some  of  \ 
tions  for  other  r^ 
for 


-This  is  a  bunch  of  crap!  What  do  you 
think,  Dave? 

-Yeah,    you're    right,    we're   gonna 
have  to  cut  it. 


SPORTS 


Fishing 


Fishing  is  great! 


Mindboggling  Math  Mysteries 
and  Other  Perplexing  Puzzles 

The  enticement  of  a  year's  subscription 
to  NEXUS  was  apparently  not  sufficient  to 
attract  many  responses  to  the  questions 
posed  last  time.  Only  Mark  Lamorey  (8C) 
came  up  with  a  correct  resonse.  Mark  wins 
a  package  of  5  BIG  pencils  over  and  above 
the  subscription  to  NEXUS. 

Try  this  issue's  problems.  The  best  set  of 
answers  wins  another  fabulous  prize! 

1 )  Paul  wants  to  ship  a  paddle  from  Peter- 
borough to  his  friend  Pascal  in  Port  Col- 
borne.  The  paddle  is  1.5m  long  but  the 
maximum  dimension  of  any  (rectangular) 
box  shipped  is  only  Im.  Can  Paul  post  the 
paddle  to  Pascal?  (It's  a  present!) 

2)  Last  year  a  grade  8  student  showed  me 
this  method  of  trisecting  a  given  line  seg- 
ment LM: 

1)  Draw  LX  at  any  angle  to  LM.  Then 
construct  <YML  =  <XLM. 

2)  Mark  off  LA  =  AB  on  LX,  then  MC 
=  CD  =  LA  on  MY 

3)  Join  AD  and  EC,  cutting  LM  at  P 
and  Q  respectively. 

Then  P  and  Q  are  the  points  of  trisection. 
Can  you  prove  this  construction? 


— Minya  Gavrilovic 


Diagram  1: 


continued. 
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Puzzles  (continued...) 


NOTICE 


.3)  Express  the  number  96  as  the  difference 
of  two  squares  in  four  different  ways. 

Hamlet  Rehearsals 

4)   A  parallelogram  with  sides  of  length  7 

and  9  has  diagonals  whose  lengths  are  inte-  Starting  Sunday,  January  29,  rehears- 

gers  too.  Find  the  lengths  of  the  diagonals,     als  will  be  held  in  the  Lucas  gym  between 

7:30  and  10:00  PM  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 


--Mr.  A.  M.  Lumsden 


day  evenings. 


E=mc2 


...and  yet  another  brainteaser... 

1)  How  many  circular  grooves  are  then  on 
a  33"  record  that  plays  at  83  rpm  for  22 
minutes? 


Answer  to  brainteaser:  0  -  the  tracks  are 
not  circular. 


3a^TW    8ox433i     Austvt    T*xM    '^8''^ 


GOSSIP 


Blake  reads  coloring  books. 


-The  Nexus  Editorial  staff 
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Fonduementale 

mentale, 

emmentale, 

continentale, 

mais  fondamentalement. 

de  la  fondue. 


oiii  Lir  I'lilali 


4325  rue  St  Denis  499-1446  metro  Mont  Royal 


AMUSEMENT 


The  following  is  an  entertaining  ensemble  of  hilarious  humor,  composed  of  a  ribald  and 
ridiculous  reportee  of  whimsical  wisecracks,  pranksome  pleasantries,  legpulling  levities, 
amusing  absurdities,  banterous  burlesques,  clownish  comedy,  jovial  jestings,  jolly  jokes, 
and  farcical  frivolity  whose  tantalizing,  titilating,  waggish  wit  will  surely  tickly  your  funny 
bone,  and  may  even  cause  you  to  end  up  rolling  of  the  floor  in  spasmodic  screams  and 
hysterical  howls  of  laughter. 

1)  I  used  to  be  indecisive  but  now  I'm  not  so  sure. 


2)  Question:  What  is  Vice  President  Dan  Quayle  busy  doing  for  2  hours  every  Sunday? 
Answer:  Watching  60  Minutes 

--Adrian  Rosio 
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(BUT  FIRST  YOU  MUST  AUDITION) 

IF  YOU  FIT  INTO  THESE  CATAGORIES 

ACTOR,  BAND.  DRAMATIST,  STAND  UP  COMEDIAN, 
JUGGLER,  SINGER,  PROFESSIONAL  WRESTLER,  FE- 
MALE IMPERSONATOR  OR  ANYTHING  ELSE  THAT  IS 
SOMEWHAT  BIZZARE  OR  UNUSUAL  (BUT  SUITABLE) 


DO  NOT  HESITATE  TO  ENTER.  THIS  COULD 
BE  YOUR  TICKET  TO  FAME  AND  FORTUNE! 


m\iW  QOPO 


S3 


TO  BE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  AN  AUDITION  CONTACT 
PAUL  GUINNESS  OR  DANNY  YELIN  BY  FEB  1 


